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Xavier students braved the cold to run the Nearly
Naked Mile, raising money for the Interfaith
Guatemala service trip. Rebecca Bayens has the
story.
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By Ed Morley
Campus News Editor

Xavier University’s Office of
Interfaith Engagement will become the Center for Interfaith
Engagement and its founding director, Rabbi Abie Ingber, will be
the Center’s executive director.
The Center’s mission is to promote sensitivity towards diverse
faiths and backgrounds and engage the communities on a local,
national and international scale,
according to Associate Provost
and Dean of the Graduate School
Steven Herbert.
President, Fr. Michael J.
Graham, S.J., articulated his delight at the prospect of Rabbi
Ingber’s continued influence with
Interfaith Engagement.
“The perspective Abie has
brought to the Office for Interfaith
Community Engagement over
the past four years has enriched
Xavier as a university as well
our students, faculty, staff and
the larger community,” Father

Graham said. “We look forward
to Rabbi Ingber building upon his
past work at Xavier to expand its
reach and depth in the future.”
Rabbi Ingber, whose relationship with Xavier began in 2005,
believes that community engagement is a key part of the identity
of a Jesuit university like Xavier
and is overjoyed that the university has recognized this.
“The change from an office to
a center comes with an affirmation that our work is mission critical to the success of this university,” Rabbi Ingber said. “There
could not be a more critical message for this university as a Jesuit
institution. This university lives
not in its buildings, its stationary
or its centers; it lives through the
meaningful lives that its students
create while they are here.”
The elevation of the program
from office to center technically
moves it under Academic Affairs,

which means that it will be able to
have a more academic focus and
better fulfill Xavier’s academic
mission.
“Moving into the realm of
Academic Affairs allows us to
deepen relationships with faculty
and different departments within
the university and collaborate with
other centers around the university, as we are not a stand-alone
center,” Rabbi Ingber said.
After several weeks of discussion with Provost Scott Chadwick
and other key board members
of the university Rabbi Ingber
expressed his elation on a personal note with the University’s
decision.
“The fact that this university
has said ‘Rabbi Abie, we want
you to partner with us,’ is singularly one of the most wonderful
compliments that I have ever received,” Rabbi Ingber said.
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Like social media?
Follow the Newswire on our social media outlets for all the
latest campus updates.
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assessment
A Xavier Christmas to Student
committee arises to
bring cheer to campus improve XU’s core
November 28, 2012

By Pamela Brault
Staff Writer

Approximately 180 elementary school students from the
surrounding neighborhoods will
be the university’s special guests
and attend the annual “A Xavier
Christmas” event on Monday
Dec. 3.
Students in attendance will
spend the afternoon with their
Xavier student “buddy.”
The students come from
Evanston, Frederick Douglass,
Sharpsburg, Williams, South
Avondale and Norwood View
schools.
Activities for the day include
a visit and pictures with Santa,
games and crafts, a live nativity
scene and a tree lighting ceremony
with Father Al Bischoff, S.J. at the
XU Christmas tree complete with
cookies and hot chocolate. The
tree lighting ceremony begins at
5:45 p.m. on the Xavier Yard. All
are welcome to attend.
Xavier students, faculty and
staff have collected hats, scarves
and gloves to distribute to the
children. Each child will receive a
fleece scarf color-coordinated by
their school.
The Xavier Christmas committee of 11 students works

year-round to put on this special
afternoon.
Seniors Sarah Merkt and
Rahiel Michael are the event’s cochairs. “It is a really special event
because it brings together Xavier
students and students from these
local schools in Cincinnati and allows them to spend an afternoon
full of Christmas fun together,”
Merkt said.
About 300 volunteers are
needed to help with this event.
Volunteer jobs include hot chocolate servers, live nativity scene
actors and the most sought after
position: being a Xavier buddy.
Xavier buddies get paired up with
one child and get to spend the entire afternoon with them.
If you are interested in participating there are sign up
meetings for volunteering at 7
p.m. on Wednesday at in Kelley
Auditorium and 7 p.m. Thursday
in Kennedy. If you cannot attend
a meeting but still wish to participate please email xuchristmas@
xavier.edu.
Jenny Mendoza, News Editor
Phone: 773-415-6448
Newswire-News@xavier.edu

By Hollis Conners
Staff Writer
After it came to the attention
of the SGA Executive team that
the faculty was doing an assessment of the core curriculum, the
team decided students should be
allowed a say in the matter.
The team discovered there were
no students sitting in the committee after meeting with the faculty
committee.
SGA President Seth Walsh then
advertised on Facebook, Twitter
and the Portal the existence of a
core assessment committee made
up of students on campus.
The
student-led
Core
Assessment Committee is independent and includes a number
of students who come from a
wide range of years, backgrounds
and majors. There is also a representative from every college on
campus.
The meetings occur weekly
for about an hour. Students receive minor assignments in between meetings such as designing
their own core curriculum for the
university.
The committee is going to
put together a report on their
thoughts along with a final con-

clusion about their beliefs on the
core. They hope to present it to
those who may be interested in
hearing students thoughts about
the core.
The group is trying to cap
the committee at 12 members.
If students want more information about being involved, they
may email Walsh at walshs1@
xavier.edu to discuss joining the
committee.
Walsh believes the group can
truly make a difference.
“I’m very happy that the committee is as diverse as it is,” Walsh
said. “It has students on it who are
staunch defenders of the [current]
core and students who want nothing to do with it. I truly believe it
will give us the best report at the
end of the day.”
The group hopes to fully express how students feel about the
core to the faculty committee and
to provide recommendations for
them to consider. They hope faculty will consider and understand
students’ opinions about the core.
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BRIEFS
Coffee Hour
The Student Organization of
Latinos will be hosting a coffee
hour from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
on Nov. 28 in the second floor
of Gallagher.

How to Use your Break
Learn how to utilize your
Christmas break to help provide
answers to familiar questions
such as “So what have you decided to major in?”and “What
are your plans for this summer?”
from 4:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m.
on Nov. 28 in the McDonald
Libray, Room 130.

Ultimate Frisbee
Navigators will be hosting
a game of ultimate frisbee at
8:30 p.m. on Nov. 29 on the
intramural fields. All are free
to join!

SAC: Late Night Movie
SAC will be presenting
“The Dark Knight Rises” at 11
p.m. from Nov.29-Dec.1 in the
Gallagher Student Theatre.

Xavier students protest against School of the Americas
By Andrew Koch
Staff Writer
Sixteen Xavier students joined
thousands of others in Columbus,
Ga. from Nov. 16 to Nov. 18 in
an annual protest of the Western
Hemisphere Institute for Security
Cooperation (WHINSEC), formerly known as the School of the
Americas.
WHINSEC, which trains military officials from Latin American
countries, has drawn criticism for
allegedly instructing its students
in torture techniques and teaching
military tactics that were later used
to harm civilians in the graduates’

home countries.
Since its founding, some of the
WHINSEC’s 60,000 graduates
were allegedly involved in acts of
violence in Latin America during
the Cold War.
Protests of WHINSEC first
began in 1990 when soldiers of a
former Salvadoran army trained
at WHINSEC were implicated
by a Congressional task force in
the murder of six Jesuit scholars
and their domestic worker at a
Jesuit university, the Universidad
Centroamericana José Simeón
Cañas, in El Salvador in 1989.
The protest included a funeral
procession for those killed by

Newswire Photo by Andrew Matushita

Xavier students attended the protest of the WHINSEC, formerally known as
School of the Americas.

graduates of the school and the
placement of crosses adorned
with victims’ names at the gate of
Fort Bennett, where the school is
housed.
Each year’s protest is sponsored by the School of Americas
Watch, an organization that has
led others, like Xavier’s protesters,
in calling for the school’s closure.
“The protest [in general] hopes
to shut down the school and
demonstrate that we can resolve
conflicts peacefully (and) carry
a respect for human rights and
dignity that our government has
yet to demonstrate,” sophomore
Taylor Fulkerson said, coordinator for the Xavier delegation.
WHINSEC was founded
in 1946 by the United States
Department of Defense to provide “military education and
training to military personnel
of Central and South American
countries and Caribbean countries” and to “promote democratic values and respect for human
rights; and foster cooperation
among multinational military
forces.”
Despite the school’s stated
commitment to human rights,
advocates for the school’s closure
are unconvinced.
“The lack of transparency is
troubling, and we don’t believe
that the school respects the rights
of other countries or human

Newswire Photo by Andrew Matushita

Sophomore Taylor Fulkerson places a cross on the fence at School of
Americas protest.

rights in general,” Fulkerson said.
“It’s part of a puzzle that makes
up U.S. foreign policy, but this

particular piece has been devastating for many people.”
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Take your next step.

Graduate Studies
In John Carroll University’s
College of Arts & Sciences
s.PSFUIBOEFHSFFQSPHSBNTBOEDFSUJlDBUFT
PGBEWBODFETUVEZ
s3BOLFEBNPOH.JEXFTUTDIPPMTPÚFSJOH
NBTUFSTEFHSFFTCZh64/FXT8PSME3FQPSUv
s4VCTUBOUJBMUVJUJPOTDIPMBSTIJQTBOEHSBEVBUF
BTTJTUBOUTIJQTBWBJMBCMFJOTFMFDUFEQSPHSBNT

Oxford Apartments

1005 –1007 Dana Ave
______________________
 1 bedroom apartments
 affordable - $425 and up
 Free heat & water
 walk to XU campus
 Cable & satellite hook-ups
 equipped kitchen
 Full bathroom
 air conditioning
 Parking
Manager: Art
513-961-3786

www.jcu.edu/graduate
or 216.397.4284

130(3".4ŗ*/$-6%&Ŵ
s #JPMPHZ
s $PNNVOJDBUJPOT
.BOBHFNFOU
s $MJOJDBM.FOUBM)FBMUI
$PVOTFMJOH
s &OHMJTI
s )JTUPSZ
s )VNBOJUJFT
s *OJUJBM5FBDIFS
-JDFOTVSF

s .BUIFNBUJDT
s /POQSPlU
"ENJOJTUSBUJPO
s 1SF.FEJDBM
1PTU#BDDBMBVSFBUF
s 5IFPMPHZ3FMJHJPVT
4UVEJFT
s 4DIPPM$PVOTFMJOH
s 4DIPPM1TZDIPMPHZ

Office:
513-474-5093

Flyco Management Off-Campus Housing
Now Leasing for 2013-2014
1617 Potter Place
• 3-4 Bedrooms
•Newly Renovated
•Flat Screen TV
• Alarm System

2 Bedroom Apartments available at
1750 Cleneay and 1760 Cleneay

Great location next to McGrath Health Center
• Great Location

•Quick walk to campus

•Safe Properties

•Off-street parking

• Great back yard

•On XU Shuttle Route

• Gourmet Kitchen

•Flat screen TV’s available with apartments

1604 Potter Place

• 3 Bedrooms
•Newly Renovated
•Flat Screen TV
• Great Deck
• Washer/Dryer
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Police
Notes
Nov. 12, 2:32 p.m. – An
employee reported the theft
of a wallet from the Alumni
Center.
Nov. 13, 7:45 p.m. –
Xavier and Norwood Police
investigated the report of a
missing juvenile in the Norwood Plaza parking lot. The
juvenile was located at home
several minutes later.
Nov. 14, 2:48 a.m. –
Xavier and Norwood Police
assisted a non-student having a psychological emergency in the Norwood Plaza
parking lot.
Nov. 15, 4:28 a.m. –
Xavier Police, Cincinnati
Fire Department and Residence Life responded to a
fire alarm in Brockman Hall.

They were unable to determine the source.
Nov. 17, 12:08 a.m. –
Xavier Police assisted Norwood Police break up a large
party on the 2000 block of
Wayland Ave. Two students
were arrested for disorderly
house.
Nov. 17, 12:41 p.m. – A
non-student observed exiting the woods near the Cohen incline was arrested on
an outstanding warrant.
Nov. 17, 5:03 p.m. – A
visitor reported that their
vehicle had been broken
into on Ledgewood Avenue
near the sand volleyball
courts. An iPod, GPS and
$35 cash were taken from
the vehicle.

Nov. 17, 11:44 p.m. –
Xavier Police assisted Norwood Police in investigating
a neighborhood complaint/
large number of students
congregating on Spencer
and Hudson Avenues. One
student who was standing in
the middle of the road was
arrested for underage consumption.
Nov. 22, 3:25 a.m. –
Xavier Police assisted Cincinnati Police with an auto
accident on the 900 block
of Dana Ave. A non-student
struck two parked vehicles
and was arrested for DUI.
Nov. 24, 10:26 a.m. –
Xavier Police assisted Norwood Policein search ing
student house on Spencer
Avenue after the front door

- Paid Advertisement -

was found open with nobody inside. Several traffic
signs belonging to Xavier
were found in the house.
The Dean of Student Integrity was notified.
Nov. 19, 3:39 p.m. –
Xavier Police assisted Residence Life with a room
search in Fenwick Place. An
airsoft gun was found during the search. Residence
Life will follow up.
Nov. 21, 3:04 p.m.
– Xavier Police assisted
Residence life with a room
search in Husman Hall. A
small amount of marijuana, drug paraphernalia and
brass knuckles were found
during the search.

Notes of the

Week

Hey, have you heard
about those mini driers
they’re making these days?!
Nov. 13, 11:28 a.m. –
Xavier Police and Physical
Plant investigated smoke in
Albers Hall. An investigation
revealed that a wet book left
in the microwave to dry out
had caused the smoke.
An interesting way to
rebel...
Nov. 15, 9:27 p.m. –
An employee reported that
someone had thrown mustard on their vehicle which
was parked in the Smith
parking lot.
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CICE hosts fourth annual nearly naked mile

Xavier students strip down to raise money for service trip to Guatemala
By Rebecca Bayens
Staff Writer

Barely-clothed Xavier students gathered on Nov. 15 to
run one mile in order to raise
money for pre-professional
health students’ service trip to
Guatemala.
This was Xavier’s fourth annual Nearly Naked Mile, after a
brief hiatus since its inception
by the STYUKA student charity
group.
Executive
Director
of
the Center for Interfaith
Community Engagement Rabbi
Abie Ingber stated that the trip,
which will take place Dec. 27-

Jan. 6, will cost approximately
$50,000.
“Every penny that is raised
through the Nearly Naked Mile
goes to provide medicines and
support the Interfaith Medical
Mission trip to Patanatic,
Guatemala,”
Ingber
said.
“Patanatic is an impoverished
mountain village in the Solola
region. Before Xavier students
and our medical team came to
that village no doctor had ever
visited that village.”
According to the Xavier
Office
of
University
Communications, last year’s
Guatemala trip worked in a
clinic for four days and saw 384

patients, and saw 75 patients in
their homes as well.
A university press release
also stated that the students ran
from Bellarmine Circle down to
the intramural fields and back to
Bellarmine Circle.
Ingber emphasized that it is
important for Xavier students to
get involved in the Nearly Naked
Mile fundraisier and that it will
create long-lasting memories.
“It gives our future parents
something crazy to tell their own
children,” Rabbi Ingber said. “it
is a lot of fun, almost crazy- the
weather before Thanksgiving
usually has turned cold and
rainy/snowy.”

Rabbi Ingber admires the
courage of the students who
take part and believes it represents the Jesuit values of Xavier
as a university.
“Our students run bare because they care,” Rabbi Ingber
said. “[the trip and the run] are
examples of the good that our
students carry into the world,
the Jesuit values that represents,
and our inclination to learn outside of the classroom through
experience.”
Ed Morley, Campus News Editor
Phone: (513) 745-3607
Newswire-News@xavier.edu

Newswire photo courtesy of Andrew Matsushita

Students took part in the fourth annual Nearly Naked Mile to raise money for pre-professional students’ service trip to Guatemala in December.
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ASA hosts

annual dance
By david maxwell
Staff Writer

Xavier’s African Student
Association hosted its second
annual House of Dance event
on Saturday.
The dance, held in the Cintas
Center banquet room, featured
a DJ playing tracks of African,
reggae, hip hop, pop and electronic music.
The banquet rooms were
transformed with flashing lights,
an array of African flags, and
decorative African fabrics.
House of Dance is designed
to benefit ASA’s partnership
with Unified for Unifat. ASA,
through Unified for Unifat, currently sponsors a young Ugandan
girl named Acen Sharon.
The proceeds from the dance
contribute to providing a scholarship for Acen.
“Something that we are very
proud of is a booklet that (ASA)
sends to Acen every year with
pictures of us, the dance, and
encouraging words to let her
know that we are all behind her,”
ASA president Ismael Tidjani
said. “We had the opportunity
to send her a journal last month
with some nice markers. Our
correspondents let us know that
her face lit up when she saw
them. That’s the kind of thing
we pray and hope for; a whole
lot of happiness.”
Approximately 60 people
were in attendance with many
more donating to ASA’s cause.
ASA set a fundraising goal of
$300, which Tidjani said was easily met.

- Paid Advertisements -

CORRECTIONS

Classifieds
FOR RENT:

The Lifeboat Results article in the Nov. 14 issue
should list Dr. DANIEL
McLoughlin as the first
place winner, not David.
The Newswire strives
to keep the integrity and
honor of all in the articles
we publish.
In an effort to better the
paper, please tell us if you
find corrections that need
to be made.
We appreciate your help
in making the Newswire a
better newspaper.

E-mail us at newswire@xavier.edu or call
us at 513-745-3607.

Available for the 2013/2014 school
year, House for rent. 6 Bedrooms,
2 full bath, modern kitchen with
dishwasher, balcony, off street
parking, washer/dryer provided for
tenant use, very close to campus
(walk or on campus shuttle route),
currently rented to XU students.
For information,
please call Karen at 321-2946

Attention!!!
All Xavier Students

Important Off-Campus Housing
Information
****OFF CAMPUS HOUSING FOR 2013***
2,3,4 and 5 bedroom houses walking distance to
campus. Laundry, off street parking, full sized
bedrooms, fully equipped kitchens. Less than 5
minutes walking to center of campus. Please contact
Doug Spitz at: 513.616.3798 or doug.spitz@cbws.com
****OFF CAMPUS HOUSING FOR 2012***
Available for immediate occupancy. 2,3,4 and 5
bedroom houses walking distance to campus. Laundry,
off street parking, full sized bedrooms, fully equipped
kitchens. Less than 5 minutes walking to center of
campus. Please contact Doug Spitz at: 513.616.3798 or
doug.spitz@cbws.com
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Men’s soccer ends historic season
By sabrina Brown
Sports Editor

Fourteen wins, five ties and
three losses.
That’s how the final line reads
for the men’s soccer team at the
end of the 2012-13 season. But
those numbers don’t really tell you
anything about a team that will go
down in Xavier history.
This year’s squad advanced to
the second round of the NCAA
tournament for the first time in
school history; it was ranked as
high as ninth in the nation. It received its first at-large bid to go
Nick Hagglund

dancing. It was a force to be reckoned with in both the Atlantic 10
conference and Division I soccer
overall.
Unfortunately, this team’s season ended in a heartbreaking 4-1
loss to Indiana University in the
second round, but that is not what
Xavier fans will remember about
this team.
They’ll remember a team that
fought through the rain and cold
to come out victorious over rival
Cincinnati.
They’ll remember senior forward Luke Spencer’s stunning
goals
and
junior
defender Nick
Hag glund’s
countless
headers.
The 2012-

13 men’s soccer team will be remembered as a squad with the immeasurable will to win.
Hagglund was named A-10
Defensive Player of the Year
and was named to the A-10 First
Team along with Spencer and junior midfielder Matt Walker. The
three players named to the First
Team marked yet another first for
Xavier, and, with the addition of
Will Walker to the A-10 Second
Team, marked the most A-10
Team honors for Xavier since
1994.
Hagglund’s award was a first
for Xavier. Prior to this season,
Xavier men’s soccer had never
seen a player named the conference defensive player of the year.
Spencer has been one of the
leading scorers, not only for
Xavier, but in Division I college

soccer overall.
For the seniors on this team,
they went from a freshmen season
that saw two wins to a senior season that made Xavier history.
Regardless of how their season
ended, these Musketeers put their
blood, sweat and tears into making a name for Xavier men’s soccer this season. This team had an
impact on a once-broken program
that no statistics, awards or facts
could ever express.
Fourteen wins, five ties, three
losses and a whole lot of heart.
Will Walker

Newswire file photos

Sports Opinion: a work in progress
Staff Writer Tim Wilmes gives his take on the goings-on of Xavier basketball
By Tim Wilmes

Staff Writer
Xavier fans have a lot to be excited about after the men’s team’s
5-1 start to the season.
Okay, so nobody’s booking
their tickets for a springtime trip
to Atlanta any
time soon.
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Nobody in their right mind
could make so bold a statement,
especially so early.
But on the same token, who really foresaw this Musketeers team
getting off to a hot start, even
going on stretches of apparent
dominance?
With a non-conference schedule that will get progressively
harder, the future for Xavier basketball is still too foggy for anyone’s crystal ball, even for the likes
of Andy Katz or Kyle Isaacs.
But one thing is certain: the early success of this Musketeer team
has come as a pleasant surprise
for most Xavier fans, many of
whom were forewarned of
doom and gloom before
the season even started. Although it’s
certainly not
wise
to
judge
an early
work-inprogress,
there have
b e e n
some positives to take away
from the early-goings of the
season so far.
I’ll be the first one to admit that I became unreasonably frustrated while watching
games against Robert Morris and
Pacific; at first the lack of clear
dominance in our Musketeers
seemed to be a step backwards,
and somehow diminished what we
have done in our victories before.
But what I failed to remember
was this: we have players who have

Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita

Senior forward Jeff Robinson added
13 points for XU against Drake.

been there before and, despite what
I heard over the off-season, we do
have talent on this team. Both of
these truths showed themselves in
the past four games.
Despite playing down to Robert
Morris in Cintas, I saw a Xavier

squad that had the composure to
close out its first close game.
Justin Martin and Dee Davis,
who showed flashes of their
brilliant potential in the NCAA
Tournament last year, made key
shots, and senior leader Jeff
Robinson drained a pivotal jumper to put the Musketeers ahead
late in the game.
Against Pacific, I saw a team
perfectly in sync as they were able
to orchestrate a few scoring runs.
Even when it was clear that the
Tigers would take the game, the
team that has had little experience
of playing as a cohesive unit was
able to fight back against a starting
five of all juniors and seniors.
And in the next two games
in Anaheim, freshman Semaj
Christon began to come into his
own as Xavier showed twice more
that they could close out games
against two historically quality
mid-major teams in Drexel and
Drake.
I know that it’s too early in the
season to get overly excited, and I
know that I shouldn’t be forming
too many expectations just yet.
But there’s something to this
season that I’ve loved so far —
despite offseason setbacks and
predictions of a substandard
season, this Musketeers team has
redefined itself and are playing
for each other. Up to this point,
it seems as though they’re determined to be the ones who decide
their future.

XU men’s basketball
adds two for 2013
By Kyle Isaacs
Asst. Sports Editor

Prior to the start of the
DIRECTV Classic in Anaheim,
Calif., the Xavier men’s basketball
team notched two more recruits
for next year’s team.
Last Tuesday, the Musketeers
received the National Letters
of Intent from guard Brandon
Randolph (Inglewood, Calif.) and
small forward Kamall Richards
(Henryville, Pa.).
The two prospects will don
Xavier jerseys next season, barring
any setbacks, and are currently the
only two members of the 2013 recruiting class for the Musketeers.
Head coach Chris Mack was
excited about securing the commitments of these two players.
“[Randolph] is an explosive guard
capable of playing on and off the
ball,” Mack said. “He excels in
transition and can be a lockdown
defender in the future.”
Randolph is a four-star recruit
according to Scout.com and was
also recruited by the University of
Missouri.
Following his visit to Mizzou,
Randolph announced via Twitter
that he planned on playing for
Xavier.
According to the Scout.com
player evaluations, Randolph is an
“aggressive scorer” with an impressive “mid-range game.” In his
junior year, the guard average 19.2
points per game, 5.3 rebounds per
game and 1.9 steals per game.
“[Richards] is a physical wing
who hates to lose and brings
toughness to our team,” Mack
said. “He has good size, an ability
to shoot and will have a collegeready physique as a freshman.”
Scout.com lists Richards as a
three-star recruit. In addition to
his offer from Xavier, the forward
received offers from Seton Hall
University and fellow Atlantic 10
schools Duquesne University and
Saint Joseph’s University.
ESPN.com notes that this lefty
has a “thick and powerful build
to match his athleticism” and has
many “tools to intrigue [teams] on
the wing.”
As a junior in high school, he
averaged 11.2 points per game
while pulling down 4.3 rebounds
per contest. Following that year,
he transferred to the Connecticut
prep school South Kent.
These two recruits will not be
the only new additions to next
year’s squad.
They will be joined by one
transfer and two prospects from
last year’s recruiting class.
Junior Matt Stainbrook will
make his Xavier debut in the 20132014 season alongside freshmen
Myles Davis and Jalen Reynolds,
members of the 2012 recruiting
class.

Sabrina Brown, Sports Editor
Phone: 745-3607
newswire-sports@xavier.edu
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Volleyball falls short of tournement bid Women’s
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Xavier volleyball ended its season with a demoralizing loss last
week, losing in the championship
of the Atlantic 10 Tournament to
rival Dayton and missing out on
an NCAA Tournament bid despite a win to cap off the season.
After
sweeping
Virginia
Commonwealth University in the
semi-finals, the Musketeers were
set to take on No. 12 Dayton,
whom they had lost to two times
previously in the season despite
two close matches.
The earlier losses had seemingly no effect on the Muskies,
however, as they jumped out to
a 10-4 lead in the first set of the
championship match.
After conceding an 11-4 run to
the Flyers, Xavier showed its resilience, bouncing back and forcing several set points until they

eventually won the set 28-26 on a
Dayton hitting error.
The second set proved to be
just as challenging as the last ended. After being down 15-11, the
Musketeers took control of the
game, going on a 21-6 run to secure a 2-0 set lead against the No.
12 team in the country.
With only one set left to win
the A-10 championship against
their rival, Xavier allowed Dayton
to tie their set total by conceding
the third and fourth games. In
both cases, the Flyers took an early
lead and never looked back, easily
closing out the Musketeers. This
trend continued in set five — despite an early Xavier lead, Dayton
responded with a 7-0 scoring run
and eventually clinched the match
and A-10 title with a 15-7 win in
the final set.
Despite losing in the A-10
Championship
Game,
the

Musketeers had one regular season
game left to play, travelling to Ball
State the following Saturday. After
dropping the first two games,
Xavier bounced back in the final
three sets, rallying to secure a final
regular season win on the road.
Senior Stephanie Vorherr finished her career by surpassing
the A-10 all-time digs leader in
George Washington’s Candace
Silva-Martin. Now with 2,152 digs
in her career, Vorherr retires as
the A-10 digs leader.
Even though the Xavier season ended with the bright spots
of a final win and a record setting performance, any celebration
was thwarted by the news that the
Musketeers would not be receiving an at-large bid to the NCAA
Tournament, regardless of boasting a 53 RPI rating and finishing
the season with a 21-11 overall
record.

Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita

Staff Writer

sists and contributed defensively
with two steals. Redshirt junior
Isaiah Philmore returned to the
court after serving a three-game
suspension. He played for 16 minutes and recorded five points and
notched two blocks.
The Musketeers were able to
bounce back with a 69-65 win over
the Drexel University Dragons on
Friday in the consolation bracket.
Christon continued to put up
big numbers with a career-high 23

The Xavier men’s basketball
team came away with a 2-1 record
in the 2012 DIRECTV Classic in
Anaheim, Calif.
The Musketeers (5-1) suffered
their first loss of the season when
they faced Pacific University on
Thanksgiving Day. Despite jumping out to an early 9-0 lead, Xavier
was unable to maintain the lead
and fell to Pacific, 70-67.
Freshman Semaj Christon had Erik Stenger
a game-high 18 points. Christon
also dished a game-high six asDee Davis
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basketball
looks to play rival UC
By Danny O’malley
Staff Writer

This past week the Xavier women’s basketball team played High
Point, Morehead State and Duke
all at home in Cintas Center.
The team handily defeated
both High Point and Morehead
State. However, they suffered an
82-59 loss against No. 4 Duke
Blue Devils.
The women’s team record is
now 3-2 after this week.
When playing High Point, senior forward Jessica Patchko put
up her first double-double of the
season when she grabbed 12 rebounds and put up 10 points.
The team passed well in this
matchup thanks to the junior
guard Ty O’Neill who dished out
a career-high eight assists.
Xavier shot extremely well in
this game with a field goal percentage of 53.6 and a season-high
88.9 percent from the line. Xavier
won by a score of 77-48.
Last Wednesday was a special
night for junior guard Shatyra
Hawkes. She scored a career-high
24 points against Morehead State.
“I thought Shatyra came ready
to play and kind of set the tempo
for us,” head coach Amy Waugh
said.
In the scoring column, redshirt
sophomore forward Lakeisha

Men’s basketball goes 2-1 in DIRECTV Classic
By Nikhil Jelaji

November 28, 2012

points while shooting 10-14 from had 15 points, Martin and Jeff
Robinson each scored 13 and
the field.
Senior Jeff Robinson added Philmore added 10 points.
Christon recorded seven as13 points and sophomore Justin
sists in the win. The first year
Martin put up 12.
Martin made two clutch free guard from Cincinnati averaged
throws with nine seconds remain- 19.0 points and 6.3 assists for the
ing in the game which ultimately three games Xavier played in the
tournament.
sealed the victory.
The Musketeers travel to
The Musketeers capped off
their trip to California with a 74- Purdue University next Saturday
to face the Boilermakers (2-3) at
70 win over Drake on Sunday.
Christon scored 16 points and 2:15 p.m.
was one of five players to Justin Martin
score in double figures.
Sophomore Dee Davis

Crouch scored a career-high 14
points and added seven rebounds
and three steals.
Terrice Robinson put up 16
points, and Casey Ryans had 12
points and four rebounds for the
Eagles.
These two players were the
highest scorers on the Morehead
State team for the game. The
game ended with a Xavier victory,
73-58.
When playing Duke, junior
guard Ashley Wanninger was able
to put up a career-high 15 points
and added three rebounds and
two steals.
She was the leading scorer for
Xavier in the matchup followed
by redshirt senior forward Amber
Gray and Crouch both with nine
points.
A bright spot in this game is
that even though Xavier did lose,
they scored more points against
Duke than any other team has this
season with 59.
With a record of 3-2, the
Musketeers will look to defeat the
Bearcats in order to fuel motivation and confidence for the upcoming weeks.
Their next game will be their
first away game and it is against
Cincinnati on Dec. 2. They then
travel to play Middle Tennessee
State on Dec. 6.

Coach Mack’s
Tweet of the week

Head men’s basketball coach
Chris Mack is considered one
of the funniest tweeters in

Jeff Robinson

college basketball.

@NewswireSports
picked their favorite for the
week.
@CoachChrisMack: Thought
I’d be able to smuggle in this
Bic lighter to the Hollywood
Wax Museum. No go..
Be sure to check out

@xaviernewswire
and

@NewswireSports
for all your latest
Newswire photos by Andrew Matsushita
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Staff Editorial
- The Budget -

It seems that Xavier has a
bit of a money problem. While
Father Graham and the Board of
Trustees aren’t looking to Vinnie
the loan shark for a short-term
loan, cash definitely seems tight.
Students have seen tuition increases above the rate of inflation
for three straight years, and now
significant budget cuts are looming next year.
What have we been doing with
all of this money?
Granted, running an institution
such as Xavier is no easy task, but
there are several areas where good
old common sense could save the
university some coin.
Do the floodlights in the soc-

cer field always need to be on? Is
there some kind of 24 hour marathon game going on?
What’s the point to the televisions we see scattered across the
new buildings on campus? To
provide us with local and international news?
That’s awesome, since there’s
probably no way we’d be able to
find that out because we all lack
access to cable, the internet and
newspapers.
Individually, these things might
not make much of a difference,
but collectively, there’d be enough
to at least curb tuition increases
and spending cuts. These things
are counter-intuitive.

Keeping tuition prices steady
and making sure that university
funding is adequate makes it much
more likely for an alumnus to stay
on the line when they get pandered
for a needed donation. Budgeting
for Xavier isn’t easy, but let’s make
sure the dollars spent are effective
and not just bells and whistles that
make campus look impressive to
visitors.
Current students are why
Xavier is around, and graduates
are what keep the school afloat.
Let’s make sure that students here
now are happy so that they will
give back to the institution that
has provided them with a valuable
education.

Throughout the fall semester
of 2012, our occupational therapy
service learning group led various activities and sessions at the
Welcome Center. The Welcome
Center is a facility that functions
as a community support center
for adults with varying mental
illnesses. The center is a branch
of Greater Cincinnati Behavioral
Health Services (GCBHS) that
hosts community outings and
various health and wellness related sessions. Members of the
Welcome Center are free to come
as they please to interact with others and engage in activities that
promote their recovery.
Going through this service
learning process, we were both excited and nervous about working
with this population. No members
of our group had closely interacted with individuals with mental
illnesses prior to this experience.
Therefore, the stigma of having a
mental illness influenced our expectations. We had a full agenda
for how we would spend our ten

weeks of service, which included tailored activities of wellness
plans, self-expression crafts and
health information guides. After
just our first day at the Welcome
Center, our expectations dramatically changed. Every time we visited the Welcome Center, we were
greeted with open arms from
clients and staff alike. These individuals proved to be intelligent,
creative, humorous, talented, competitive, energetic and interactive.
We realized that our previous
plans needed to be changed to fit
these characteristics. Each week,
we prepared games and activities
that were cognitively stimulating
or physically active and that we
personally enjoyed. Participation
grew as the weeks progressed, and
our goal of increasing social interaction between the members and
ourselves was reached.
This experience has opened
our eyes to the population of individuals with mental illnesses and
other marginalized groups that are
highly stigmatized by our society.

Not only did our time spent at
the Welcome Center benefit the
members, but we were personally
impacted and transformed by this
experience.
We now understand the important role of community support systems and how they can be
beneficial to all. It is necessary for
members of our community to
address the stigmatism they may
personally hold regarding anyone
who may fall within the peripheries of society due to illnesses, conditions and other situations.
Members of our society should
interact with this population by
volunteering at health-related facilities or by socializing with them
in daily life. If members of our
society would take action, the
positive outcomes for these marginalized populations would be
innumerable.
From,
Meredith Goodwin, Heather
Janda, Shannon Dehne, Megan
Hammersmith, Sarah Richardson
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What’s the point

C

hange can be good.
Change can be bad.
The only thing that
is certain is that change in some
way, shape or form has to happen. Xavier is
no exception to
this rule. The
university I saw
as a prospective
student is very
different from
the one that I see
today. That’s not
to say the foundation of the school
has
completely
shifted. The last
time I checked,
Xavier was still a
Jesuit institution,
but the changes
the school is seeing are very different from what
I expected just
over three years
ago when I started my experience here.
Recently, plans were announced for the development
of a project known as “Xavier
Square,” the highlights of which
consist of a new student gym,
student housing and numerous

retail shops, restaurants and bars.
In addition to this, Alter Hall is
scheduled for demolition and
then a much needed rebuilding
after this semester.
As a senior, none
of these projects
will directly affect
me, but they will
have a profound
effect on the future
of the university I
have come to love
over my four years
here.
The concept of
college is changing. Thirty years
ago, it was possible
to find a legitimate
career with a high
school degree; now
those jobs are few
and far between.
Higher education
of some kind is
now the prerequisite for most careers that provide
both financial and job security.
This means that students who
once would have entered the
work force right after high school
will now be looking for a place to
take their intellectual talents for
the next four years of their life.

Peter
Adams

Op-Ed Editor

We’ve already seen this phenomenon take place as Xavier
has seen first year class sizes go
from around 800 five years ago
to over
1000
today.
This
isn’t an
issue,
a n d
neither
is the
expans i o n
t h a t
is going to
happen
over the coming years. What
Xavier University’s vision has
become because of all of this
is what is concerning. With the
changing landscape of higher
education and the rapid development here, it is hard to believe
that undergraduate enrollment
is going to remain relatively constant unless stricter admission
standards are put in place. Even
if Xavier becomes a more difficult school to gain entrance to, is
the university ready to grow and
develop programs that cater to
these types of students? If the

university does decide to grow,
what does that mean for the culture of Xavier?
Many students on campus

that could happen is that the development on campus is only a
draw for the increasing number
of prospective Xavier students.
Let’s make sure
that when students
actually arrive on
campus, the shops
on Xavier square
are both affordable and focused
on students, not
alumni with a ton
of discretionary
income.
New
buildPeter Adams, Op-Ed Editor
ings on campus
are great, but they
don’t do much to
(myself included) were drawn to change the education someone is
the tight-knit community Xavier receiving.
offered, although I will admit
If Xavier does decide to exthat waking up at 9:45 for a 10:00 pand in size, let’s make sure that
a.m. class might have been an we have the quality and quantity
even better perk.
of faculty and staff to meet the
But with enrollment continu- needs of these students.
ally increasing, will Xavier still
Most importantly, let’s not
be the same school that I know put a forty-minute college tour
today?
in front of a four year college
I firmly believe that this uni- experience.
versity can become larger and
If the leaders here at Xavier
still maintain the atmosphere can do that, I have no doubt that
that has been such a positive for the change we will see at Xavier
many students. All we need is a over the coming years will prolittle planning. The worst thing duce nothing but positives.

‘Most importantly, let’s not
put a forty-minute college tour
in front of a four-year college
experience.’

It’s a lifestyle

A

s we return from
Thanksgiving break,
there are two and a
half weeks until the end of first
semester. That’s it! We’re almost
there everybody — so don’t give
up now.
I had the wonderful chance
to spend the
last week with
both family
and some old
friends, seeing
them for the
first time since
the first week
of
August.
It truly was
a time to be
thankful for
their company
and their presence in my
life. However,
while this is
the
season
of thanks, I encourage students
to display some of those same
thankful qualities throughout the
year.
I had a boss at an old job (I
was a salesman in clothing retail
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— never again) that would always
say that the most flattering thing
you could say to anyone was their
name. I always wanted to object
(but of course I never did) and
claim that it was “thank you.”
Seriously, is there a nicer thing
to say to someone? I can’t think

someone holds the door open for
you. Tell them “thank you.” This
happens all the time on campus
and students are very, very good
about showing their appreciation.
Speaking of showing our appreciation, we should all be giving
public props to the guy who sits
at the crowded
entrance
of Alter Hall
just
holding
the door open
seemingly all
day.
I can’t count
how
many
times I’m coming to class
(late, probably)
with a to-go
box and other
food items in
Matt Coniglio, Asst. Op-Ed Editor my hands and
had no problem zipping up
of anything quite like it.
to the 3rd floor because I didn’t
A responsive comment that is have to worry about the door.
outwardly appreciative to someThanks, man. Thanksgiving is
one else for something that the a lifestyle, not a holiday. Don’t
other person did, knowingly or be afraid to tell those that you
not. The easiest example is when appreciate ‘thank you’ this week

‘Thanksgiving is a lifestyle,
not a holiday. Don’t be
afraid to tell those that you
appreciate thank you this
week.’

(or every week). These could be
I’m thankful for a close famthe caf workers,
ily, also known as
those that clean
my
teammates,
your God-awful
and for a coachand disgusting
ing staff that cares
dorm or even
about me more
your professors.
than how fast I can
Not saying they
run a given diswill or won’t,
tance. I’m thankful
but you might
for professors that
are willing to be
even score some
accommodating
brownie points
after they schedule
for end of seeverything for the
mester grading.
semester to be due
Pro-tip:
if
at the same time.
you don’t appreciI’m thankful for
ate your profesfriends that put up
sors, then don’t
with a more opintry to lie through
ionated
version
your teeth to get
a higher grade. Asst. Op-Ed Editor of me than what
you read every few
They will probaweeks.
bly already know
But most of all, I’m thankful
at this point and you’re going to
look and feel really stupid. Ain’t for this university, because none
of what I just mentioned would
nobody got time for that.
If we, as people on this plan- be possible without the vision of
et and students on this campus, the founders, the generous dowere more appreciative of others, nors and the alumni that give so
the thankfulness and good deeds much to make Xavier what it is
would be more likely to overflow. today.
Good promotes good, people.

Matt
Coniglio
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Earnestly Excellent:

Cincy Shakes presents The Importance of Being Earnest
Patrick
Staff Writer

Phillips

On Nov. 23, the Cincinnati
Shakespeare Co. opened Oscar
Wilde’s comedy of errors,
The Importance of Being Earnest.
Alternate identities, muffins and
a man in drag work together to
make this show a three-act, nonstop joyride of laughter.
The Importance of Being Earnest
follows the story of John
Worthington. When John travels
to the city, he goes under the name
“Earnest,” while in the country he
is “John” and “Earnest” is known
as his distant brother. Algernon,
John’s best friend, also has a fake
relation named “Bunbury” whom
he takes the identity of in order to
evade social obligations. Hopping
on the opportunity for “Bunbury,”
Algernon visits John’s family in
the country as John’s long-lost
brother, Earnest, and what ensues is a trap of love between two

women who are in love
for the role. His brashness
with an “Earnest” while
and immense size gave
no “Earnest” exists.
Lady Bracknell the presJeremy Dubin and Brent
ence she needed to domiVimtrup make a hilarious
nate little John Winthrop,
dynamic duo as John and
making Hopkins a standAlgernon. Dubin’s charout performer. That, and
acter is dynamic amidst
the heels he was wearing.
the ridiculousness of the
All in all, Cincy Shakes’
situation. He seamlessly
production
of
The
goes from helpless lover
Importance of Being Earnest
with Gwendolen Fairfax
was one of the most ento annoyed victim with
joyable nights of comedy
Algernon. Vimtrup plays
I have enjoyed in a while.
the audience for every
The production runs Nov.
laugh he can, holding
23 - Dec. 16, and tickets
lines as long as possible,
are $22 for students. While
smugly looking at Dubin
that may seem expensive,
as the audience regains
you can get rush tickets
breath. Vimtrup repeatPhoto courtesy of facebook.com at the door for $14. Take
edly slaps Dubin’s hand
my word, it is worth every
away from his plate, yell- Jeremy Dubin as John and Brent Vintrup as Algernon in The Importance of Being Earnest.
penny.
ing, “You’re at the muffins again,” fins the same way again.
covered that Lady Bracknell was
Another noteworthy performer originally played in drag, so Cincy
in what can only be the best comNewswire Rating:
plaining British accent I have ever was Jim Hopkins as Lady Bracknell. Shakes was keeping the tradition.
heard. I will never think of muf- After doing a little research, I dis- Hopkins was nothing but perfect

Green Day’s 2nd album Praise for the president: Lincoln delivers
of trilogy: ¡Dos! review
Kyle Grim
Staff Writer

After a rocky two months, Green
Day’s second album of their trilogy, ¡Dos!, has finally been released.
The album has a more garage rock
feel compared to the first album,
although it still has its moments
of Green Day’s signature power
pop. Although it doesn’t reach the
same heights as its predecessor,
¡Dos! still manages to be enjoyable,
if a little underwhelming.
The album starts on a relatively
quiet note, with the soothing yet
forgettable “See You Tonight,”
which consists only of Billie Joe
Armstrong’s voice and an acoustic
guitar. The album really picks up
with the delightfully dirty “F***
Time,” which sounds like it was
ripped right out of the 1960s.
This song captures the party feeling of the album, which is also
evident in other songs such as
“Makeout Party” and “Wild One.”
Compared to the songs on ¡Uno!,
these songs sound dirtier and less
polished.
There are still flashes of early
‘90s Green Day, most notably on
“Stray Heart.” The catchy melody and bass line sound like they
ripped off of Dookie or Nimrod.
But, much like on ¡Uno!, the best
songs are actually the ones that
are a little different. “Nightlife”
features a guest star, Lady Cobra,
who raps the verses of the song.
But the best song is “Amy,”

Photo courtesy of billboard.com

Green Day’s moving tribute to
the late Amy Winehouse. The
sadness is evident in Armstrong’s
voice as he sings “May I have this
last dance/By chance if we should
meet/Can you write a lullaby?/So
we can sing you to sleep/Amy,
don’t you go.”
The album does have several prominent faults, notably
Armstrong’s lackluster lyrics. It
also loses some momentum in the
middle, where most of the forgettable songs are located.
Taking the best of ¡Uno! and ¡Dos!
would have resulted in a better single album, as some of the songs
just seem like filler. Nevertheless,
¡Dos! is still a decent addition to
Green Day’s catalogue.

Newswire Rating:

Photo courtesy of hollywoodreporter.com

Patrick Phillips

Staff Writer

Personally, I don’t find historical
movies very attractive. I watch a
History Channel special now and
then (sorry, Dr. Muich), but when
I go to the movies, I find it easier to choose an explosive action
over a seemingly boring, historical
movie.
I do not know what caused
me to diverge from this personal
norm, but I am glad I did when I
went to see Steven Spielberg’s new
film Lincoln. With a top-notch performance from Daniel Day-Lewis,
eye-catching cinematography and
amazing storytelling, Lincoln is
well on its way to be a major contender for this year’s best motion
picture.
Lincoln follows the history sur-

rounding our 16th President
amidst the Civil War and the passing of the 13th Amendment to
end slavery in the United States.
While the film begins with a
gory scene on the battlefield, a
majority of the film takes place in
Washington D.C., placing the focus on the 13th Amendment and
its importance in ending the war.
Day-Lewis, known for his extensive use of method acting,
gives nothing less than an Oscarcontending performance. He
does not make Abraham Lincoln
the stock I-cannot-tell-a-lie type
we all tend to imagine him as.
Instead, what Day-Lewis offers is
a real depiction of Lincoln, showing his resilience, drive and power.
He truthfully portrays Lincoln’s
feverishness and agitation with
his peers to get enough House

of Representatives votes to pass
the amendment. Heartfelt and
sure, Day-Lewis’ performance is
remarkable.
Another standout performer, although not featured so much in the
film, is Gloria Reuben as Elizabeth
Keckley, the Lincoln family maid.
She offers an African American
perspective to Lincoln in one of
my favorite scenes toward the end
of the film. She reveals to Lincoln
that her sons died in the war and
that God would not let the amendment be rejected. Although just a
minor role, Reuben’s performance
was touching.
It felt very American to watch
Lincoln. That being said, I did not
choose to see Lincoln because it
was my American duty. I chose
it to be entertained. What I felt
while I watching the film was a
swelling amount of pride in my
country. It came as a product of
the experience. Lincoln’s journey
for racial equality paralleled over
American pride in freedom. While
these events took place almost
150 years ago, Lincoln’s message
for equality is just as much alive
today as it was then.
Lincoln is a masterful depiction
of one of the most influential
moments of our country’s history,
serving our country’s history justice while offering some inspiring
performances in the process.

Newswire Rating:
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Enjoy a Christmas
wordsearch to
relieve some stress
before finals!

Wordsearch courtesy of benscoloringpages.com
Cartoon courtesy of paulwilkinson.wordpress.com

Unknown Component: Return of the Joker
Blood vs. Electricity review
Grant Vance
Staff Writer

Photo courtesy of unknowncomponent.com

Taylor Fulkerson
Staff Writer

If you like Radiohead, I have
an album for your consideration:
Unknown Component’s Blood v.
Electricity. Unknown Component
consists only of Keith Lynch, a
solo artist who has been pursuing
this project on his own for years.
He records in his private, independent studio and does all the
instrumental work. The album

features him on guitars, vocals,
piano, synth and drums. This is
his eighth studio release, and he
works out of central Iowa.
Coming from a solo artist out
of central Iowa, this album is surprisingly enjoyable. The work is
palatable and offers a style that
reiterates some of Radiohead’s
work.
This album is overall good, but
that being said, there are no surprises in the composition.

The album is pretty evenly put
together. It’s an album that you
can anticipate, but it still gets a
thumbs-up for being so well done
by one person.
The album begins in a cloud of
synth and a rhythm and melody
arise out of this. It starts slow, but
speeds up by track three and keeps
some momentum for the majority
of the recording.
Tracks to listen for are “Intuition,”
“Gypsies of the Apocalypse” and
“The Invisible Line.”
If you’re willing to branch out
and look at some indie music that
sounds similar to the headlining
bands you’re used to, Unknown
Component is a worthwhile
exploration.

Newswire Rating:

Katherine Colborn, A & E Editor
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Come one! Come all! The Joker
is back for his comedy antics and
is not treating his recurring venue
of Gotham City very nicely. Mr.
J. appears for the first time in a
while in the newest story arc for
the monthly Batman comic series,
and Bats isn’t too happy about it.
The story arc is entitled “Death
of the Family,” which is a famous
arc in the Batman universe revolving around Joker killing Batman’s
Robin at the time, Jason Todd.
With the “New 52” initiative the
story will change, leaving anyone
a potential victim to the Joker’s
murderous schemes. This is the
first time the Joker has been back
in the “New 52” line of comics, and he isn’t making a subtle
appearance.
If you find yourself wondering
“Since when is there more than
one Robin?” or maybe, “What
exactly is a ‘new’ fifty-two?” then
here is a little back story to clear
up any confusion. Throughout
the history of the Batman series
of comics, Batman has had four
Robins: Dick Grayson, who went
on to be Nightwing; Jason Todd,
who was murdered by the Joker,
then brought back as Red Hood;
Tim Drake, who later became the
Red Robin and finally Damien

Wayne who is the current Robin.
The “New 52” is the current revamp of the DC comic universe.
Basically, all of the 52 DC comic
book storylines were restarted to
make it easier for new readers. All
of the old storylines were wrapped
up, bringing in some aspects from
the “old” 52, but nothing that
hasn’t been explained throughout
the entries of the characters.
With Christopher Nolan’s
Batman trilogy concluded, we
could all use our fix of bat-stories.
Because of the “New 52” initiative, along with the Joker’s current
“Death of the Family” story arc,
now is as good of a time as ever to
start reading Batman. The writer,
Scott Snyder, is one of the best to
helm Batman in a long time and
truly knows the mind and world
of Batman.
Most recently, issue #14 was
released, which is second in the
Joker arc, but it isn’t too late to
pick up issue #13 and start really
getting into the series. Issue #15 is
due out Dec. 12, so catch up while
you can! If you’re interested, there
is a compilation of the first twelve
issues for sale as well, making it
easier to get into the series as a
whole. Polish up the Bat-Glasses
and keep your shark repellent
on hand; there are some Batman
comics to be read!
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Festival of Lights

By Patrick Phillips
Staff Writer

Are you looking for some festive fun to get you
into the holiday spirit? Then take a trip over to the
Cincinnati Zoo’s main attraction, the PNC Festival
of Lights, open now until Jan. 1. While Cincinnati
winter weather may have been unpredictable lately,
you can rest assured knowing that the Cincinnati
Zoo offers the perfect winter wonderland this
holiday season.

The Festival of Lights is the Cincinnati Zoo’s
30-year tradition and it delivers all the holiday fun
and cheer you could ask for. Tag along with some
friends, grab a delicious funnel cake (no seriously,
their funnel cakes are amazing), get a cup of hot chocolate and
check out the bulbed exhibits in all their illuminated splendor.

Upon walking through the main entrance, you will see their Christmas
tree covered in over 20,000 lights. By the pond, a light show set to the TransSiberian Orchestra’s “Wizards in Winter” flashes for all passers-by to enjoy.
Promenade through the Candy Cane Forest and marvel at the red and white
lighted goodness. Make all the Charlie the Unicorn references your heart
could desire and annoy your friends. Needless to say the Cincinnati Zoo pulls
out all the stops for its Christmas special.

Other attractions include a trip to see Santa (no one is ever too old to sit on Santa’s lap), a ride on the
North Pole Express around the zoo and a visit to the newborn baby giraffe (it is the most adorable thing
you will ever see). There is even a walking attraction called the Rappin’ Elves, which I am still griping that I
could not track down during my visit. There is also a live puppet show put on by Madcap Puppet Theatre
in the Winter Wonder. It caters more to children, but if you are young at heart, I am sure you will enjoy it.

Each of the exhibits is open for the public, so you
still have the opportunity to check out “Wings of
Wonder,” “Night Hunters” and, my personal favorite,
“Cat Canyon.” Make sure to stop by the reptile exhibit
and see the 220-pound alligator snapping turtle. It is
the largest freshwater turtle in the world. Don’t call it
Mr. Turtle… That’s his father.

With that, I hope you have a wonderful rest of the
semester and a great holiday season. Just remember if
you and your friends want a nice, festive break from
studying for finals, the Cincinnati Zoo has the perfect
attraction for you. Have a very merry Christmas and a
happy New Year.
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